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1) Look at the front cover: make a prediction about the story by using the title 

and the images on the front of the book. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  (2 marks) 

2) Read the blurb. Clarify what a cushy retirement is. 

 

___________________________________ (1 mark) 

 

3) What do you think Elliot’s problems are? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________   (2 marks) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Read the extract of chapter one, ‘A Not Quite Normal Day.’ 

4) Why has the author repeated the word ‘normal’ in the first paragraph? 

______________________________________________________________________________(1 mark) 

5) Find a word that is a synonym for guided. 

______________________________(1 mark) 

6) What is Mr Sopweed worried that Elliot might do to the school? 

________________________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

7) Find evidence that Elliot doesn’t want to stay at school. 

_________________________________________________________________________________(1 mark) 

Grammar focus 

8)  Find an example of an apostrophe for contraction. ___________________ (1 mark) 

9) Find 3 adjectives from the text. __________________(1 mark) 

10)  Find a hyphenated word in the text. _______________________________ (1 mark)  
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1) Look at the front cover: make a prediction about the story by using the title 

and the images on the front of the book. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  (2 marks) 

2) Why does Marinka struggle to make friends? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

3) Clarify what Marinka’s grandmother does. 

______________________________________________________________________________  (1 mark) 

4) What does it mean to break free from someone’s footsteps? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________(1 marks) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the extract of chapter one, ‘Prologue.’ 

4) Explain what the narrator’s house does a few times a year. 

________________________________________________________________(1 mark) 

5) What is the same about where the house ends up? 

________________________________________________________________ (1 mark) 

6) Infer how the character might feel when their house moves 

again. Explain your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ (2 marks) 

7) Find evidence that the narrator is desperate to have company.  

__________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________(2 marks) 

Grammar focus 

8)  Find and copy a modal verb in the text. 

________________________________________ (1 mark) 

9) Find and copy the word which is close in meaning to the 

word ‘bleak’.  

_______________________________________________(1 mark) 

10)  Find an adverbial phrase in the text. 

__________________________________________________  (1 mark) 

 


